As Associate Professor in Health Systems at Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health at the National University of Singapore, Helena Legido-Quigley was able to observe at first-hand how the country responded to its first COVID-19 outbreak earlier this year. "It was striking how well Singapore was prepared, a legacy from the SARS era, with a dedicated infectious diseases hospital and 6 months of supplies of personal protective equipment and ventilators. The public health response was fast and efficient with good governance and effective health-risk communication", she says. But Singapore\'s second wave of COVID-19 among migrant workers has exposed wider inequalities. Highlighting the values at the heart of her global health vision, Legido-Quigley says: "We are not doing our job properly in global health if we do not address the circumstances of vulnerable populations, especially among the millions of people that make up the world\'s migrant population."

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, analysis of health systems and the implications for prevention and management of key health areas including antimicrobial resistance, non-communicable diseases, and mental health were her research priorities. The pandemic has understandably refocused some of the work of her team in Singapore. As a result, she is collaborating with public health colleagues internationally to build in-country profiles of pandemic responses. "This will be crucial to help us establish best practice, and how we can learn to adapt and influence the ability of health systems to respond with appropriate public health strategies in future outbreaks and other public health emergencies", she explains.

Legido-Quigley\'s career journey owes much to her parents, who instilled the values of education to their five daughters during family life in Barcelona, Spain. She studied sociology at the universities of Barcelona and Reading, UK, followed by a masters in social policy at the University of Edinburgh. But it was her time as a volunteer at an HIV/AIDS hospice in South Africa around the turn of the millennium that heightened Legido-Quigley\'s desire to work in the academic health and policy arena. "It was a difficult and transforming experience, trying to help dying mothers and their children, before the era of access to antiretroviral therapy", she says.

She moved to London in 2002 for her PhD at the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine (LSHTM), working extensively on European health systems projects with Martin McKee, Professor of European Public Health. This included an analysis of the health system impact of Spain\'s austerity programme. Having spent the COVID-19 lockdown back in her native country, the impact of Spain\'s austerity measures has been all too evident. "Any country with depleted public health infrastructure is going to struggle in responding to a pandemic, a sobering message for our future global health security", she says. The latter part of her time at LSHTM was spent working with the school\'s Director Peter Piot, with a focus on policy implications of public health research, highlighted by her contributions to the 2015 Defeating AIDS---Advancing Global Health and the 2018 Future of Health in sub-Saharan Africa *Lancet* Commissions.

Legido-Quigley\'s engaging and caring personality was immediately apparent to McKee, who comments: "The first thing that strikes you about Helena is her concern for others. These include the people she is researching, many of whom are on the margins of society, and her colleagues, especially her junior staff. I\'m sure that this has helped her fit so easily into different cultures in Europe and Asia. But Helena is also an extremely talented researcher and has become a role model for others, especially young female health service researchers. I feel extremely privileged to have had her as my doctoral student, and to have continued working with her ever since."

With her current position being shared between the Saw Swee Hock School of Public Health in Singapore and LSHTM, Legido-Quigley is collaborating with multidisciplinary teams of academics to research the health, social, and economic impacts of COVID-19 in Asia and Europe. "We are planning one such project for WHO Europe, which will include a focus on where the pandemic has greatest impact, encompassing its effects on vulnerable populations", she explains. Her other priorities will be the consolidation of her professional passions: mentoring a younger generation of public health researchers and contributing to the women in science and global health agenda; she is currently helping to establish a network for female scientists in Asia as part of the wider global advocacy movement to improve gender equality throughout the scientific community.

Legido-Quigley has recently been appointed Editor-in-Chief of Elsevier\'s new *Journal of Migration and Health*, and is planning a special issue later this year dedicated to migrant health and the impact of COVID-19. "This is incredibly exciting for me, as the health of migrants is my passion, and no other journal has its main focus on this important component of global health", she says. Further ahead, she sees a new dialogue on global health governance as a priority, in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. "How we redefine global health architecture will have enormous implications for how health systems worldwide can be resilient to future public health emergencies", she says. Through her membership of the Council of the World Economic Forum, Legido-Quigley is in a prime position to exert her growing influence in global health and the wider sustainable development arena.
